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History of Rhetoric
Modes of persuasion



Aristotle
384 – 322 BC



“ The function of rhetoric is to deal with things about which we 
deliberate, but for which we have no systematic rules.” 

— Aristotle, Treatise on Rhetoric 



Rhetoric: 
Things about which we deliberate, but for which we have 
no systematic rules.



Rhetoric is a critical skill for every 
participant in government and 
commerce.  



Aristotle sees knowledge of rhetoric as part of 
being a good citizen, and defends it against 
those who see it as just manipulation.



Before print, mechanical reproduction and electronic 
communication, rhetoric was primarily expressed 
through public speaking. The agora was a public 
space for gathering, discussion and commerce.



Agora





Marcus Tullius Cicero
106 – 43 BC



Cicero

• Roman politician, speaker, thinker and writer


• Considered the greatest speaker of Classical era


• Most of the Latin literature that survives was written by him


• A great influence on the Renaissance and beyond


• Assassinated on Marc Anthony, a political opponent


• Wrote Canons of Rhetoric



Quintilian 
(Marcus Fabius Quintilianus)
35 – 100 AD



Quintilian

• Opened a public school of rhetoric


• Taught rhetoric to the sons of the nobility


• Wrote Institutio Oratoria  - the Institutes of Oratory 

• 12 volumes on rhetoric, from a practical and theoretical perspective 

• believes that a good orator must be a good person first, and rhetoric should 
serve the common good 

• one of the first to give a detail account of the techniques of rhetoric



Rhetoric vs Logic
Persuasion vs reasoning



Canons of Rhetoric
Cicero

• Invention


• Disposition


• Elocution


• Memory


• Delivery 
 



Invention

• Collecting arguments and supporting material



Disposition

• Arrangements of arguments



Elocution

• Choice of proper language and style



Memory

• Understanding and recalling the material



Delivery

• Use of voice and body for maximum effect



Rhetoric applied to design



Invention

• Research, concept development



Disposition

• Organization, planning



Elocution

• Style and visual design



Memory

• “Skill and decisiveness of presentation”



Delivery

• “execution and choice of media”



Visual Rhetoric

Using all the tools of visual communication - images, text, colour, motion and 
more - to persuade an audience


Visual design that aims to convince is a form of rhetoric.



The vast 
majority of 
design aims not 
to inform but to 
convince.



Rhetorical Appeals

• Ethos


• Pathos


• Logos



Aristotle, On Rhetoric

“ Of the modes of persuasion furnished by 
the spoken word there are three kinds.  



Aristotle, On Rhetoric

“ The first kind depends on the personal 
character of the speaker; the second on 
putting the audience into a certain frame 
of mind; the third on the proof, or 
apparent proof, provided by the words of 
the speech itself.  



Ethos

Appeal to moral character 

“delivered in such as manner as to render him worthy of confidence” 
— Aristotle



“ We believe good men more fully and more readily 
than others: this is true generally whatever the 
question is, and absolutely true where exact certainty 
is impossible and opinions are divided.  



Pathos

Appeal to emotion 

The arousing of prejudice, pity, anger, and similar emotions has nothing 
to do with the essential facts, but is merely a personal appeal to the 
man who is judging the case.  

— Aristotle



“ Persuasion may come through the hearers, 
when the speech stirs their emotions.   



“ The judgements we deliver are not the same when 
we are influenced by joy or sorrow, love or hate.   



Logos

Appeal to reason 

“putting the hearer into a certain frame of mind” 
— Aristotle



LogosNot rhetoric



$2.99.9 > $2.56.9
Reason, not rhetoric.



I buy gas based on a systematic rule: I 
go to the station with the lowest price.



bp is committed to our 
values of safety, respect, 
excellence, courage and 

one team.
Rhetoric.



All grades of bp gasoline 
have Invigorate® – a cleaning 
agent that helps defend your 

engine against dirt
Rhetoric



Through our partnership with Hiring Our Heroes, 
we support veterans, transitioning service 
members, and military spouses seeking 

meaningful employment. 

Rhetoric













Logical operations
Deviations from a norm



Addition
adiectio



Omission
detractio



Permutation
immutatio 
(substitution)



Transposition
transmutatio 
(inversion)





Addition

Omission

Permutation

Transposition




