
Semiotics is not about road signs.
But it’s not not about road signs.



Swedish road signs,
signals, road 
markings and 

signals by policemen

2003-05Swedish National
Road Administration
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Warning signs

Dangerous bend,
bend to right

Dangerous bends,
the first to right

Steep hill down-
wards

Road narrows on
both sides

Opening or swing
bridge

Quayside or
ferry berth

Uneven road Road works Slippery road Falling rocks

Loose chippings Junction Roundabout Junction with a road
the users of which

must give way

Give way

Traffic signals Crosswind Two-way traffic Tunnel Other dangers

Skiers crossing Crossing horses Low-flying aircraft Animals (elk) Intersection with
tramway line
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Prohibitory signs

Closed to all
vehicles in both 

directions

Passing without
stopping prohibited

due to signals

Passing without
stopping prohibited

at customs

Maximum
speed

No riding

Pedestrian crossing Children Cyclists and moped
riders on carriageway

Level crossing with
gates

Level crossing
without gates

Distance 
to level

crossing

Distance 
to level

crossing

Distance 
to level

crossing

Single-track level
crossing

Single-track level
crossing

Multitrack level
crossing

No animal-drawn
vehicles

No lorries No cycles
and mopeds

No mopeds No entry

No pedestrians No off-road
vehicles

No vehicles having an
overall width exceed-

ing...meters

No vehicles having an
overall height exceed-

ing...meters

Minimum distance
between power 
driven vehicles
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No vehicles having a
weight exceeding...tons

on one axle

No vehicles having a
weight exceeding...

tons on a tandem axle

No vehicles
exceeding...

tons laden weight

No vehicles or combination of vehicles 
exceeding ...tons laden weight or

bearing capacity class

No overtaking
by lorries

End of overtaking
restriction

End of overtaking
by lorries restriction

No parking

No standing and
parking

Stop No left turn No motorcycles No powerdriven
vehicles

No tractors, construc-
tion vehicles etc

No power driven
vehicles except

motorcycles with-
out side cars

No U-turns No vehicles or combi-
nation of vehicles

exceeding...meters

Priority for
oncoming
vehicles

No power driven vehi-
cles drawing a trailer

other than a semitrailer
or a single axle trailer

No vehicles carrying
dangerous goods

No parking zone End of no parking
zone

No overtaking



8

Sign to a place reached by a
private road

Sign to local amenities

Sign to specific district or area

Sign to temporary event

The Long Turn – mandatory
turning manoeuvre for pedal

cycles and mopeds

Flag type sign Place identifica-
tion sign

Recommended route
for pedestrians

Disabled persons

Cycle track Stack type sign Confirmatory sign Recommended route
for pedal cycles and

mopeds

Toilet First aid Youth hostel Holiday chalets

Refreshments Restaurant Hotel Picnic site

Petrol station Workshop Telephone Information

Post office
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Synecdoche

Using a part to stand for the whole.



Iconic
A likeness or connection



Symbolic
You need to learn what it means.



Question:
Are there “indexical” signs you might pay 

attention to when driving?





Metonymy

Using an associated concept to stand for another.



Metonymy

• substitution of a related thing for the thing 
itself

• “the Kremlin” meaning the “Leadership of 
the Soviet Union”



Synecdoche

• substitution of part for the whole, or vice 
versa

• Example: calling a farm worker a “hand”



Even simple road signs 
use different ways to 
stand for a concept



How these work

• Some give an order.

• Others show a hazard.

• All require understanding of context.

• Some require specific cultural knowledge.

• Others only require you understand driving.

• Both iconic and symbolic modes are 
present.




